AN OUTLINE	9
At the death of Justinian it became evident that the vital
interests of Byzantium lay in the preservation of her northern
and eastern frontiers, which guarded the capital and the
essential provinces of Anatolia and Syria.   The rest of the
century was  occupied  by valiant and largely successful
efforts to mitigate the consequences of Justinian's one-sided
policy. Aggression in the West had entailed passive defence
elsewhere, supplemented by careful diplomacy and a net-
work of small alliances. This had proved expensive in sub-
sidies, and damaging to prestige.  Justin II in 572 boldly
refused tribute to Persia, and hostilities were resumed. The
war was stubbornly pursued till in 591 the main objectives
of Byzantium were reached. Persia, weakened by dynastic
struggles, ceded her portion of Armenia and the strongholds
of Dara and Martyropolis.  The approaches to Asia Minor
and Syria thus secured, Maurice (582-602) could turn his
attention to the north.   The Danube frontier—barely 200
miles from Constantinople—was crumbling under a new
pressure.   The Avars, following the traditional route of
Asiatic nomad invaders, had crossed the south  Russian
steppes and established themselves, shortly after Justinian's
death, in the Hungarian plains. Dominating the neighbour-
ing peoples, Slav and Germanic, they had exacted heavy
tribute from Byzantium as the price of peace. Even this did
not avert the fall of Sirmium (582), key-fortress of the Middle
Danube, and the Adriatic coasts now lay open to barbarian
attacks. After ten years of chequered warfare Maurice suc-
ceeded in stemming the flood, and in the autumn of 602
Byzantine forces were once more astride the Danube. Mean-
while the Lombards, ousted by Avar hordes from their
settlements on the Theiss, had invaded Italy (568), and by
580 were in possession of more than half the peninsula.
Byzantium, preoccupied with the East, could send no regular
assistance, but efforts were made to create a Frankish alliance
against the invaders, and with Maurice's careful reorganiza-
tion of the Italian garrisons a firm hold was maintained on
the principal cities of the seaboard.
All such precarious gains won by the successors of
Justinian were swept away by the revolution of 602, which
heralded the approach of the darkest years that the Roman

